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Appropriations are one part of a complex federal budget process that includes budget 
resolutions, appropriations (regular, supplemental, and continuing) bills, rescissions, and 
budget reconciliation bills. The process begins with the President’s budget request and is 
bounded by the mles of the House and Senate, the Congressional Budget and Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974 (as amended), the Budget Enforcement Act of 1990, and current program 
authorizations. 

This report is a guide to one of the 1 3 regular appropriations bills that Congress considers 
each year. It is designed to supplement the information provided by the House and Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittees on Legislative Branch Appropriations. It summarizes the 
current legislative status of the bill, its scope, major issues, funding levels, and related 
legislative activity. The report lists the key CRS staff relevant to the issues covered and 
related CRS products. 

This report is updated as soon as possible after major legislative developments, especially 
following legislative action in the committees and on the floor of the House and Senate. 



NOTE: A Web version of this document with 
active links is available to congressional staff at 
[http://www.loc.gov/crs/products/apppage.html] 
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Appropriations for FY2000: Legislative Branch 



Summary 

On September 29, 1999, the President signed a $2,457 billion FY2000 legislative 
branch appropriations bill into Public Law 106-57 (1 13 Stat. 408). This represented 
a reduction of 4.8%, or $124.1 million, from the FY1999 budget of $2,581 billion. 

The House bill, H.R. 1905, contained $1,862 billion, excluding funds for Senate 
activities and Senate activities of the architect of the Capitol. This appropriation was 
a $54.8 million decrease from that reported by the House Appropriations Committee. 
The reduction was contained in an amendment agreed to by the House. The total 
legislative appropriation passed by the House was a reduction of $190 million, or 
9.3%, from the FY 1999 funding level of $2,052 billion, also excluding Senate items. 
G 

As reported to the House, H.R. 1905 contained $1,917 billion, excluding funds 
for Senate items. This was a reduction of $135.2 million, or 6.6%, from the FY 1999 
level of $2,052 billion, also excluding Senate items. The bill reduced FTE staff 
positions by 98, making a cumulative reduction of 4,412, or 16%, since 1994. 

The Senate-passed bill, S.1206, contained $1,679 billion, excluding funds for 
House interned activities and House activities of the architect of the Capitol. This 
was a reduction of $1 14 million, or 6.4%, from the FY 1999 appropriation of $1,793 
billion, also excluding funds for House items. 

Subsequently, the FY2000 legislative budget was rescinded by 0.38% in Public 
Law 106-113, Consolidated Appropriations Act, signed on November 29, 1999. 

An FY1999 supplemental appropriation of $5.6 million was made available to 
the architect of the Capitol in P.L. 106-31, which was signed on May 21, 1999. The 
act contained $3.8 million for the “necessary expenses of a House page dormitory” 
and $1.8 million for life safety renovations to the O’Neill House Office Building. 

Among issues under consideration were - 

• What additional staff and funds might be necessary to ensure that Congress’s 
computers are Year-2000 compliant? 

• What funds are needed for technology development, including electronic 
document printing and development of a legislative information system? 

• What attention should be given to the support agencies’ staff recruitment to 
replace employees who are eligible for retirement in the immediate future? 

• How much should funding be increased for security enhancement for the 
Capitol, other congressional buildings, and adjacent grounds? 

• How much should be appropriated for the Office of the Architect of the 
Capitol’s request to undertake capital improvements? 

At an appropriation level of $2,457 billion for FY2000, the legislative budget 
comprises 0.15% of the total federal budget. 
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Appropriations for FY2000: 

Legislative Branch 

Most Recent Developments 

On September 29, 1999, the President signed a $2,457 billion FY2000 
legislative branch appropriations bill into Public Law 106-57 (113 Stat. 408). This 
represented a reduction of 4.8%, or $124.1 million, from the FY1999 budget of 
$2,581 billion. Conferees approved H.R. 1905 on August 4, 1999, and both houses 
agreed to the report the following day. 

The House bill, H.R. 1905, which passed on June 10 (214-197), contained 
$1,862 billion, excluding funds for Senate interned activities and Senate activities of 
the architect of the Capitol. This appropriation was a $54.8 million decrease from 
the appropriation reported earlier by the House Appropriations Committee. The 
reduction was contained in an amendment agreed to by the House. The total 
legislative appropriation passed by the House was a reduction of $190 million, or 
9.3%, from the FY1999 funding level of $2,052 billion, also excluding Senate items. 

The Senate-passed bill, S. 1206, contained $1,679 billion, excluding funds for 
House interned activities and House activities of the architect of the Capitol. This 
was a reduction of $114 million, or 6.4%, from the FY 1999 appropriation of $1,793 
billion, cdso excluding funds for House items. 

Subsequently, the FY2000 legislative budget was rescinded by 0.38% in H.R. 
3194, the FY2000 Consolidated Appropriations Act, signed into Public Law 1 06-113 
on November 29, 1999. Public Law 106-113 contains a 0.38% across the board cut 
in cdl FY2000 appropriations acts, including the legislative branch, with flexibility 
in cutting some accounts. More information on the cuts will be included in the next 
update of this report. 

An FY1999 supplemented appropriation of $5.6 million was made available to 
the architect of the Capitol in P.L. 106-31, which was signed on May 21, 1999. The 
act contained $3.8 million for the “necessary expenses of a House page dormitory” 
and $1.8 million for life safety renovations to the O’Neill House office building. 



Introduction 

Effective in FY 1978, the legislative branch appropriations bill has been divided 
into two titles. Title I, Congressional Operations, contains budget authorities for 
activities directly serving Congress. Included in this title are the budgets of the 
House, the Senate, Joint Items (joint House and Senate activities), the Congressional 




